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2016 Youth Ambassadors Scholarship Guidelines
Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation is honored to offer this scholarship opportunity in partnership with several of our corporate sponsors. This scholarship is designed for youth who faithfully attend DHDC’s programs, demonstrate exceptional leadership and community service, and are pursuing continued education. It is our way of demonstrating our pride in your accomplishments, while continuing to support you in your life’s endeavors, and reminding you that there are people who care deeply about you and your success.  
AWARD: 
If awarded the scholarship, you (applicant) will receive:
Traditional Youth Ambassador Award
1. $1,000 toward an accredited university, community college, trade school, or educational program that will be paid directly to the institution.  It is your responsibility to contact DHDC to facilitate this transaction.
2. $250 toward items that will support your education (i.e. clothing, books, transportation, etc., upon approval by the Youth Ambassador Scholarship Committee).
3. $250 toward a professional outfit and/or wardrobe to be worn at the 2016 Dream Makers’ Gala. This shopping trip will be facilitated by DHDC Staff.
4. A laptop computer and bag.
General Motors Youth Ambassador Award
1. $3,000 towards an accredited university or community college that will be paid directly to the institution.  It is your responsibility to contact DHDC staff to facilitate this transaction.
2. $250 toward a professional outfit and/or wardrobe to be worn at the 2016 Dream Makers’ Gala. This shopping trip will be facilitated by DHDC Staff.
ELIGIBILITY:
Eligible scholarship applicants are youth who:
1) Have successfully participated in DHDC’s youth programs for at least 1 year; and
2) Are either seniors in high school, expect to receive their GED before December 2016, or have already graduated or attained their GED (Traditional Youth Ambassador); or
3) Rising college Sophomores or above in college or a university (General Motors Youth Ambassador); and
4) Will be attending, or are already registered at an accredited university, community college, trade school, or educational program.






*Applicants who have previously received the Traditional Youth Ambassador Award will not be eligible for another award of the same type; however, the applicant will be eligible to receive the General Motors Youth Ambassador Award. Applicants who have received both a Traditional and General Motors Youth Ambassador will not be eligible for either award.
**All applicants must type all application answers and essay, and submit the application electronically to ssmith@dhdc1.org. This must be your best work. Please ask an adult in your life and/or a DHDC youth staff member to review this application with you. Please have the application editor sign below indicating he/she helped you with your application.

X
APPLICATION PROCESS AND REQUIREMENTS OF SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES:
· The attached application, including the essay question and 2 reference letters, must be completed and returned to the Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation by 5:00 p.m., September 15, 2016 to be considered for the scholarship.  
· Semi-Finalists will be required to participate in a mandatory interview the week of September 19 – 23, 2016, exact date and times to be determined.
· Awardees will be announced and contacted by Friday, September 30, 2016.
· Awardees will be required to attend a shopping trip in October (date to be determined).
· Awardees will be required to attend our Dream Makers’ Gala & Silent Auction on Thursday, October 13 5:00 – 9:00 pm.
· Awardees will be required to send a thank-you note to the corporate sponsor of their scholarship.
· Awardees will be invited to celebrate with their families and sponsors at DHDC in November 2016 in the evening date to be determined.
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2016 Youth Ambassadors Scholarship Application
Section 1:  Personal Information
Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________________________
                                                (Last)					(First)
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
		(Number)	(Street)		(City)		(State)	(Zip)
Telephone Number(s) ________________________________Date of Birth: ________________
Have you applied and/or received an award previously?    Y / N    If yes, when? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Section 2: Higher Education Information
Name and address of trade school, college, university, or educational program you intend to attend or have been accepted to:

Are you currently enrolled in an institution? If so, where? 
What is your GPA for last semester?          What was your cumulative GPA? 
If you are not currently enrolled, have you applied?      Yes       No
Have you been admitted?      Yes       No
If no, when do you expect to be admitted? 
What professional degree do you intend to pursue (Example: teacher, lawyer, doctor, etc.)?

Section 3: Educational Information/Special Interest
What is the highest level of schooling you have completed? 
Do you have your GED?   Y / N   
Are you currently in high school?  Y / N		Expected Graduation Date: _____________
Name of School ________________________________________________________________
Cumulative high school grade point average (GPA): ____________
Are you currently in college or trade school?  Y / N		Expected Graduation Date: _______________
Name of School _________________________________________________________________________
Indicate cumulative grade point average: _______________
Please explain how you have achieved academic success: 


Please briefly explain any circumstances that may have impacted your academic standing: 



List any special skills, other extracurricular activities, or hobbies you have:


List any school-related honors, awards or achievements:


Please write a brief statement of your educational goals and future plans:



List any scholarships awarded or applied for:




Section 4: Financial Info 
Please explain how this scholarship will help you and any unusual financial circumstances:




If awarded this scholarship, how will you use the $250 allotment to support your education?



Section 5: Community Involvement 
Describe what your involvement has been in DHDC’s programs, including how long you have been attending and any special projects and/or leadership role you may have taken on:



List your current activities in the Southwest Detroit Community:



List any community related honors, recognition awards, or achievements:



Please explain how you intend to utilize the skills acquired through your schooling to give back to the Southwest Detroit community once you’ve received your education. How do you plan to “pay it forward?”: 




Please enclose reference letters from 2 adults in your life.  Letters must be signed.
(Example: teacher, community leader, business person, adult etc., excluding DHDC Staff and parents)
Guidelines for the reference letters are:
· How long have you known the applicant?
· In what capacity do you know the applicant?
· What is special about the applicant?
· How has the applicant positively affected the community?
Essay Question:  350-400 word limit 
The Youth Ambassador Scholarship Committee welcomes any additional material such as audio, video, poetry, and/or a portfolio to support your argument that you deserve this scholarship.

Please describe how your post-secondary education will positively affect DHDC, your family, your neighborhood, and the larger Southwest Detroit community. Please be specific, and add past activities and/or involvement that support your argument.

*All applications are to be returned to The Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation 
 1211 Trumbull, Detroit, MI 48216 or ssmith@dhdc1.org
by 5:00 p.m. September 15, 2016 to be considered for the scholarship.                          
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